Letter from Mary Jane Harris to Leander Harris, October 5, 1863 by Harris, Mary Jane

Transcription:
E Plainfield Oct 5th /63
My dear Boy
I rec’d your very welcome
letter the 30th ult, Now I want you to be-
lieve that I have not deferred (one day) to ans-
wer your letter because you are so slow to 
write to mother, for this is the first oppor-
tunity I have found, I have been washing & 
feel very tired and take this opportunity to 
rest a little, But you say I could certainly
find time to write you a few lines any day 
Now such an acknowledgment is what makes 
^it so grieveous, You say you could find time but 
do’nt like to write, this is what you express-
ed in your last which was written May 18th 
(the last I rec’d from you precious to this) and I have 
written to you twice in the time and would have written 
many times could I have found time, One excuse 
you make is, that you have nothing of interest 
to write, aside from saying you are well, That 
would be the best news, I say the best no
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it is in your power to give me more joyful 
tidings than that even, but I will leave you
^to judge what it might be, But it really seems
to me if I were in your place I should find a 
great deal that would interest, Now I’ll name 
some things that would interest us here, to 
know how you live and fare, if you have a 
bed to sleep on, how many sick you have, and 
what the chief complaints are, Yes and I want 
to know if you act as hospital steward yet 
and how you like it, If you ever have any 
trouble with your fellow soldiers, or any one 
else, You may think me very inquisitive but 
it is your mother But I am going to tell
you why I ask this last question and feel very anx
-ious to know the truth concerning it, There is 
a young man who works for Mr Smith (where 
Josy used to work) that belonged to your regt 
his name is George [Farmem] he was discharged 
on account of having fits, he is a real copper
-head and not very reliable, ^I think he said one evening
when Ed & M were there that you had the 
worst temper he ever saw, you would lay the 
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the niggers out, that is you would knock 
them down, Now my dear boy I cant believe 
such a thing of you, but please tell me the
facts in the case, for I shall feel better to 
know just how it is, and if it is not so 
I want the privilege of contradicting it; Now 
I have given you something to write about hav’nt 
I? Ed & family started for home last Wednes
-day - I should be very happy to see your pictures 
and will comply with your request - 
I should have been very happy to have seen
Emily & your children here but will continue 
to hope that I may have the privilege of seeing 
you here all together before a great while, and 
I do hope it will be so you can live near 
home hereafter, Perhaps you will like 
in this region as well as Ed does, You 
ask of it H & G are liable to be drafted 
No not at present, for which I am very thank
ful. I am glad to know that you think of 
home and feel interested in the affairs 
here and hope you will write oftener and 
ask all the questions you can think of 
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You will want to know what our folks 
are doing, to day they are gathering apples
last week they were harvesting and & husking 
corn, have got it most done, Our corn is 
very good this season, they planted about 
one acre, will have near 40 bushels, our 
wheat is light, and potatoes not badly on 
account of so much wet weather, Perhaps 
you will want to know what mother is 
doing too, well I am writing just now, but 
am spinning all the chance I can get, for I 
have got 5 lbs of rolls to spin colour & knit 
with all the rest I have to do, and you will see 
I have not much spare time, I have done making 
cheese, made as much as 5.00 lbs. Ed carried 
home 1.30 lbs paid me $10 per hundred, hope 
you will have a chance to eat some of it soon, I
would be glad to send you some, if I could do so 
and not have it cost more than you would have 
to pay there, if you know, tell me when you 
write again what it would cost to send a box 
where you are, Well I will close hoping you 
will write again soon to if Your Mother
PS I will just say though 
you may not need reminding that it is
55 birthday
